ESSAY OUTLINE

Question – Identify and describe a situation in which you took on a leadership position (introduction). Explain any challenges you experienced, how you overcame these challenges (body), and how this situation helped you to become a stronger leader (conclusion).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Introduction: Identify and describe a situation in which you took on a leadership position.
Fetching First Line – I believe that leadership is a quality that can be expressed in many ways.

Background – During high school, I have demonstrated strong leadership qualities in the areas of athletics, work, academics and volunteer. When I was in grade 12, one of my teachers approached me and asked if I would be interested in being a mentor in a new school club that sought to promote positive relationships between and leadership within middle school girls.
Thesis (Statement) – The experience from which I have most learned to be a leader, is volunteering with my school’s Club Ophelia program.

Body: Explain any challenges you experienced, how you overcame these challenges…
Paragraph 1 – How I helped the girls to respect one another
· Challenge = girls were always bullying one another 

· Solution = find ways to help the girls recognize why this was happening

· Result = girls were respectful towards one another, even if they didn’t like each other

Paragraph 2 – How I helped the girls to respect themselves
· Challenge = many of the girls had low self-esteem

· Solution = help them find things they were passionate about/good at and have the other girls support them through this process

· Result = girls began to talk to one another more, feel better

Paragraph 3 – How I helped the girls help other girls
· Challenge = there were a lot of younger girls facing the same problems

· Solution = help the girls find ways to be leaders to the younger girls

· Result = the next year’s enrolment in Club Ophelia almost doubled, and there were less issues with bullying with both groups of girls

Conclusion: ...and how this situation helped you to become a stronger leader.
Restate the Thesis – During the time I spent teaching the girls in Club Ophelia to be leaders, I became a stronger leader myself.
Summarize Ideas – When I first joined the club, I had a big job in front of me – not only did I have to teach the girls to love each other, but I had to teach them to love themselves, as well.
WhY is the response important? – I had always thought leadership meant being organized, being in control, and telling others what to do. From working in Club Ophelia, I learned that being a positive role model is sometimes the best way to lead.
